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On March 20, 2,000 university students marched through the streets of Managua to the national
legislature building to protest budget cutbacks affecting higher education. Members of the National
Assembly suspended sessions to hear the students' demands. As a result of the March 4 currency
devaluation, the national government's budget for higher education dropped from $35 to $7
million. Since then, President Violeta Barrios de Chamorro authorized 91 million cordobas oro
or $18.2 million in supplemental funding for the nation's universities. University administrators
and students are demanding that the supplement be increased to 143.5 million cordobas oro, or
$28.7 million. The budget reduction affects 32,500 students studying at 19 institutions of higher
education and 11 research centers. On March 22, negotiations between the government and the
seven national universities broke down. Representatives of both sides accused each other of
"arrogant attitudes." (Basic data from AFP, 03/20/91; ACAN- EFE, 03/22/91)
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